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Diagram of a simple ecosystem
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THE AGROECOSYSTEM CONCEPT
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Human Inputs

Functional components of an
agroecosystem, [n addition to the natural
inputs provided by the atmosphere and
the sun, an agroecosvstem has a whole set

vy

of human inputs that come from outside
the system, An agroecosystem also has a

R set of outputs, labeled here as
Animal Products “Consumption and Markets.
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Figure 3.9 As edible landscapers, we are most con-
cerned with the quality of soil in horizon “A."




()




345 *.+

345 *.+

FIGURE 1:4. Volume composition of a silt loam surface soil when in good condition
for plant growth. The air and water in a soil are extremely variable, and their proportion
determines in large degree its suitability for plant growth.
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