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as members of the household. They serve as company, provide song and color, and
may be taught simple tricks. Some can also mimic the sounds of humans and house-
hold noises.
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The most common cace birds are canaries and’ parakeets: however, many athers
are also kept. Among these are finches, mynahs, doves, parrots, Crows, magpies, and
cackatiels.

For a bird to te a good pet it must be happy and content while in close contact
with people. It slso must te able to live on focds that you can easily cbrain,

The smaller birds are the most popular, but some larger birds also make good pets
if you have a larger cage.
SUGGESTIONS FOR THE 1. Before you tegin a 4-H czage bird project, do the following things: N
BEGINNER . a. Talk over the idea with your parents and other family members.
b. Visit pet stores; see the various kinds of birds that are available and note their
costs. Notice also the price of cages and feed so you know what ycur total
upenses will be. . '
c. Talk tc people who presentiy have or who have had a bird in their home.
d. Consider where in ycur home the bird would te kept.
2. Decide on the kind of bird you would fike to have.
3. Obtain a czge suited 0 your ¢hoice of bird and a supply of feed it is familiar
with. (The tresder cr pet shop manager will help yecu with this.) '
4. Obtain a sweng, healthy bird that has been living in a cage. (See the next sec-.
tion for desirable characteristics.) » ‘ »
»_5‘ Try to learn averything you can abo'ut.your bird znd about birds in general.

BUYING'A PET BIRD Befcre-buying any bird it is important to obsarve it ctocely. Things o look for
' are these: ' o

1. Yeur birc chould be active. lts feathers should zppear smcoth and ke held closé
" 20 the birc's b_ody.»The’sczles on its legs should appear waxy 3nd {itclose to. the
* skin. The bird’s eyes shculd te bright and alert. ’

2. Tne bird’s croppinas should ke fairty firm and not yelldw'or greenish in color.
Tne feathers in the vent srea shcuid not appear soiled.

3. The flocr of ¢{he cage should not contain man: {cosa feathers.

4, The overail conditicn of the caqge, feeder, and watar cups should clean.

m

. Also observe birds in ngzrby caces. Birds caged close to sick ones may have be-
cocme infeczed by them even thouch they do not yet show it :

Rememter that a'pet stor2 or 2 breecer can guarzntee a bird to sing but cannot be
sure it will live. Seend anough time szlecting your bird to be sure itis normal and
appears healthy. Then te csreful when taking it hcme sa it dces not became chilled
or overheated in the carrier. ' ; : -

A BIRD IN {TS NEW HOME  Anvy bird may te scared and nervous. Give it time to become" adjusted 0 its new
' home withcut tao much attention from people. Litile brothers and sisters or the
family cat 2rnd dog shculd not be allowed to come near the bird’s czge until it has
had time tc adjust to its new home. Your bird will be much happier (and_heél,thier)\
if its cage it located where there is nat toc much traific or noise. '

The bird shceuld have the same amount of light each day. In some places sunlignt
shining through window glass may prove to ke too warm if it shines directly into
_ the bird’s cage.

PROJECT SUGGESTIONS First Year :
Obtain one or more individually caged birds.
2 _ Become acguainted with the bird, ~ -~



Learn its needs, its history, and its habits.
Provide daily care.
Keep a record of your experiences.

‘ ‘Do three or more activities listed below.

Second Year

Attempt to raise some young birds (mate a pair, provide a nest, etc.)

Raise a mealworm colony if you have soft-billed birds '('robins, mynahs, toucans,
nightingales). : C

Build two or more items of equipment {nest box, feeders, waterers, perches).

Grow a tray of green feed such as oats or other cereal grains. (Grow to 2to0 3
inches in height.) - :

Complete two or more of the activities listed below.

Third Year
" Prepare a public demonstration of your project {for the schoolroom, 4-H fair,
pet show). , : - .
Explain the results of mating in terms of the number of youngsters, their sex,
the way they look. ‘
Photograph your project.
Complete two more of the activities listed below.
Activities .
1. Visit a 200 to see various kinds of birds.
2. Visit pet stores to learn what is available in birds, equipment, supplies, etc.
{Pay attention to costs, space needed, and source of birds—imported or domestic
birds.) , ' o 5 '
3. Read a book that tefls about your kind of bird (thellibrary may have these).
" 4. Learn the names of the parts of your bird. '
- 6. Make drawings of tiiree types or shapes of bird ¢ages.
6. Learn the scientific name of your bird and its history.
7. Visit a breeder of cage birds. o
8. Teach your bird to know its name. (If it is a parakeet, parrot, mynah, etc.,
teach it to talk.) : . .
Bird's Growth 9. Visit your local Humane Saciety animal shelter.
© 10. Visit an animal .diagnostic,laboratdry. {state or private).
11. List alt the things your bird eats and tell where they come from.
12. Sketch your bird"s digestive tract, label the parts, and list the job each part does.

" TYPES OF CAGE BIRDS - When thinking of cage birds, parakeets and canaries probably first come to mind.
. There are many other small birds that are currently kept in homes, but these are the
two most popular groups of cage birds. So let’s look at some of the characteristics
of the birds in these two categories that you could use for your 4-H project.

Canaries

Canaries have been bred by people since the first century, when Pliny, a Roman
historian, caught some and named them after the Canary Islands where he found
them. These islands are off the west coast of Africa and were named Canaria in
40 B.C. by King Juba of Mauretania because of the large dogs that also lived on
the isles. {Canis means “"dog” in Latin, and so one of our favorite cage birds is
named ““dog.”’)

Male canaries usually are good singers, which-is why so,'many of them are kept as
pets. Some females sing a little, but their song is usually shorter than the male’s.
@ ' ‘When buying canaries, you should realize that there are no good physical clues as
to the sex of the bird. Since only thé males sing well, they are more valuable than*
the females, and for this reason it is important to buy your canary only from a
reliable store or breeder. Getting it without having it shipped a long distance isa

good ides, too.

 Dealerswill be able to assiréyou that the Wile you buy will sing within a given
Hariz Mountain Canary  length of time, and this protects you from paying male canary prices for a fernale



that does not sing. To protect themselves, dealers will usually stamp the wings os
your bird with a permanent ink, so that if you bring a bird back, they can te sure
itis a bird you purchased from them. Any ink that may show on the feathers is

only temporary and will disappear with the bird's next molt.

In addition to their beautiful voice, canaries are noted for their range of lovely
colors, inciuding yellow, orange, white, and gray. Some birds may have two or
more of these colors on their feathers. ’

Just as the price differs for singers and for those that do not'sing, there is a price
scale based on the color of the bird. As a rule, the more red there isin a canary’s
coloring, the higher its price.

Here are a few of the many kinds of canaries:

The Roller—Bred firstin the Harz Mountains of Germany, this bird is noted for
its song. 1t sings with a closed beak, whereas mcst canaries are ““choppers” and sing
with an open besk. :

The Y.ork'shirve—A large canary, over 8 inches in length, this bird was developed '
in Enhgland. It is a slender bird with long legs and slim thighs. It needs a larger cage
than most canaries. o ' ' :

The Lizard Canary—This bird i;.ndted for its color patzern. Its back looks like
~ the scales of a reptile; hence its name. In addition to its body coloring, this bird
" has a cap of salid color covering the top of the head.

Crasted—The crested canary has a flat rosette of feathers that grow outwvard from
a center point an the top of the skull. :

Frilled—The frilled c3rary has iong, lezflike faathers on the back of fhe he’:-a'd;
shoulders, sides, and breast. ’ B ‘

Parakeets {Budgies)

The most popular cage bird in America is the shell parakeet, or budgerigar. Itis
native to Australia and tpday_exists in more than 50 different colors.

Itis a coloriul little bird with clownish tenavior and a real tiking for people. It can
be taught to say a few words and snert phrases, as well as to do simple tricks.

The normal parakest is very active. Its busy life-uses up considerzble engrgy,- soit
should te given a good basic diet. Normally, this will be 2 packaged parakeet mix
consisting of canary seed, millet, and hulled oats. The parakeet will also need grit
cr gravel of “parakeet size.” In addition, the parakeet will relish a small amount
af green feed, such as clover, vegetable trimmings, dandelions, or fresh fruit.

The parakaet will usually take a bath if given some water in a shallow dish in the
botzom of his cage. Do not bathe your bird or allow it to bathe if the house is cool
or drafty or if its cage is located near an open window or daoor.

Parakeets breed easily in cage‘s._Adul_ts normally mate when about one year old.

~ Allow the male and female to see each other by placing their cages close tbget_hér

~ for a few days tefore putting the birds in the same breeding cage. This cage should
be at least 18 x 18x 24 inches and must be equipped with a parakeet next box. tf
you want to breed parakeets you should read as much as you can on the subject.
Books on parakeets can be found at the local library.

. Parakeets often prefer to breed in communities. This mesns that several pairs
are housed in a large pen, each pair having its own next box.

Sometimes a parakeet will bring up food that it has already swallowed, Oftan
this is an attempt to feed an imaginary mate or a mirror image and is nathing
to werry about. ' - — ' o
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GENERAL HEALTH-

The “’Budgie” is a very rugged little bird despite its delicate appearance. If you
start with a healthy bird, give it a good diet, and keep it out of drafts and extremes
of temperature, it should live for several years,

The key to keeping a pet healthy is cleariliness. Clean food, water, cages, and
equipment are most important,

The appearance and actions of your pet will often be the first warning that your
bird is sick. A few things to look for are ruifled feathers, eating less, drinking more
water, discolored and/or watery droppings, and decreased activity.

1n treating your sick bird, first check its feed and water supply. Has it been get-
ting clean fesd and water? Has there been a recent change in di2t? These are two
of the first guestions you should answer. Also, since most cage birds are from the’
wopics, it is generally wnse to make sure that your bird is warm enough. A hospi-
tal cage, enclosed on three sices, with 2 small tight bulb for heat, is eften the only
treatment nesded. This cage should te kept at about 85° F,, away frcm otl*er ‘
bnrds and away from draizs. |

Bird diseases are very hard for the normal habbyist to identify correctly. There-
fore, consult a veterinarian in’'cases of saricus illness or when your bird does not
imprave within 2 or 3 cays after receiving general treatment. The following are
some of the mcst co’mmon diceases and/cr problems and their treatments:

1.

Diarrhea—This usually is noticed tecausa of watery droppincs ang dirty feathers
around the vent, The bird may not be very active. (Mote: Soft-bllled birds may

" have watery droppings because of their diet.) Treatment usually consnses of

placing the bird in a hosgital cace and withholding green feed. (A litile Tarra-
mycm or other antioiotic may heip.}

Egg—bound— Thisisa c\.ndmon in female burds in which the bird is Lnable to
lay an 2gg. The bird. will make straining movements, attempting to lay the egq,

often on or near the nest. This bird should bte placad in a small tox on a3 warm

hot-water bottle {1C0° F.}. A small amount of mineral or olive oil placed in-

‘side of the.vent with a cstton- tluped swab may also help. If this ¢ails, it may -

. be necessary to break the egg c1refully and let the contents run cut. Crush the

shell by sque°2mg the vent; then pick cut the pieces of shell W|th tweezers.

Sore eyes—Often this prcolem is noticag first because of the bird’sred or swol-
len eyelids, with the birc rubomg the snde of its head against perch or cace. This
problem can usually te relieved with 3 warn and weak boric- aCld ayewash

Sore feet—This condl ion is usually causad by unclean or rough perches. Clean
the perches. Wash the bird’s feet daily Wlth mlld boric-acid solutlon and apply
zinc oxide salve,

Overgrown. toenails and beaks—These should be carefully wimmed once a
marth if norma‘ wear'does not keep them in shape.

Lics, mites—cxzmine the bnrd for ‘he'e parasites monthly and treat if nec-ssary
with appmved powders or sprays.

Feather pulling—’-This may ke caused by a Isck of some requirerent in the feed -

or by lovws humidity.

Unexpecied molt- Normally birds lose their feathers during late summer snd
early fall, Moiting at other times is usually due to poor managnment in fead-
ing, keeping the cage too warm, or varying the length of daylight.

Ornithosis (pslttacosu)—"&rd fever” is the name of a virus disease that can
affec all species of birds. 1t was originally cslled psittacosis, or **parrot faver,”
because it ‘was thaught 0 occur only in this scecies. This disease is important

to us because it can atfe:: people. (This has led to a restriction on importations
S
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cage birds raised by individuals. Symptoms vary but are similar to thr-e of 2
very bad cold. It will be difficult for you to diagnose this disease, sii.c. i i3
not common, so rely on your veterinarian.to identify it. ' g

10. Newcastle disease—This is a serious disease that can affect any bird. In the early
" stages, it looks like a bad cold. Later it may cause the bird to be unable to stand
or walk properly. Death may result. No medication works very well against
this disease. It spreads easily and exists in many foreign countries. Because it
can easily spread to chicken and turkey flocks, the government has set up strict
rules for importing pet birds in order to reduce the chances of sprezding
Newecastle disease.

NUTRITION OF CAGE BIRDS  Basic Needs:
Protein
Vitamins
Minerals
Energy

+ fresh air and clean water

Soft-bills—Rabins, Mynahs, Toucans, Nightingales

. The basic diet of soft-billed birds is'insects and fruit. Because of this sofz diet,
their dreppings are a bit messier than those of seed eaters, or hard-bills.

A mixture of dried insects, ant eggs, kemp meal, and suet is a good ration for soft-
bills. The size of the birds you are caring for will suggest the size of mix or pellets
to feed. The smaller breeds of soft-bills can be fed a mockingbird mix, while the’
' larger soft-bills can be fed a mynah mix. Thesz mixtures are usually fairly dry and
are best fed with a grated carrot or apple added for moisture. This maisture is in
addition to the drinking water. Soft-bills do not need grit or gravel. '

In addition to the commercial mixes your birds will enjoy a few treats. Hard-
boiled 23g, bits of hamburger, insects, worms, and fresh fruit are all tidbits your

- bird will enjoy. These treats, and-especially meaJworms, can also be used if you
are taming your bird.

It is necessary ta keep both feed and water beforz the birds at all times, Feed and
water dishes should be emptied and cleaned daily.

Young soft-bills need generous amounts of live insacts each day to te healthy,
‘and this tends to-discourage many people from brzeding these interesting birds.
‘A gaod 'proviec: for older members interested in this area would be to grow a meal-
worm colony to feed the young soft-bills. (Instructions for growing mealworms and -
_ starter culturas can be obtained from your iocal pet shops.)

Hard-Biills

The “finch mixture’ is the stock food for hard-billed birds. It is usually made of
about one part red mlllet two to thres parts common yellow millet, three or four
parts small white millet, and two tc three parts canary seed.

You can feed green food such as watercress, lettuce, cabbage, and zaifalfa in limited
amounts. 'Watch for loose droppings, and if they are present, quit feeding greens
for 4 days. Also, clover, dandelions, spinach, and fruits such as apples, pears, and
oranges can be fed in small amounts. Feed only what the bird will ezt in about
12 hours. Remove uneaten green feed each day. Seaweed is often added to ecg and
other mixtures to provide iodine and minerals. This is usually dried and finely
ground, and is sold in small packages in pet and department stores. Cheddar and
cottage cheese can be given in small pieces. These are good sources of protein,
especially for molting and nesting birds. For variety in the diet you can hard boil *
. . an egg for 20 minutes, then mash the whole egg very fine and-add 2 tablespoons
of drled and crumbled whole wheat bread crackers, or toast. Mix completely
and feod asa crumbly mass. oo
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REPRODUCTION

Cuttlebone is a fish bone that birds will pick at and get some minerals from. This
will give them exercise and wear their beaks at the same time, both of which are
good for the bird.

Some colored foods will make the feathers brighte,{_'.- Fead them to birds during
normal molt, or to young birds at the age of 10 wéi_e_ks. These foods are very ef-
fective in certain kinds of canaries in bringing out ¢olor. One colored fcod may be
made by mixing one tablespoon of eqg food and 1/2 teaspoon of fresh paprika
with 2 to 3 drops of olive oil. Give birds 1/2 teaspoonful per day until the feathers
show color. This amount can be reduced slowly until the end of the molt. During
this time, also aHer the birds flax seed in addition to their regular bird seed which
you buy at the pet shop. To help keep this color, it is necessary to keep birds out
of direcz strong light. '

Hard-bills nesd grit to digest their food. It stays in'the gizzard and takes the place
of teeth. Commercial grit usually contains quartz sand, shell, bone, and salt. Grit
on the floor of the cage also helps to keep birds’ feet clean.

Following are specifics for diets of various kinds of hard-bills:

Parakeats .

Use parakeet mixes; these cantain mainly millet and oat groats.
Canaries

Canary mixes contain rape and canary seed in addition to millet. Purchased mix-
tures are all right, but if you use one, make sure it is fresh. Crack 3 few seeds to
make sure you are fzeding more than just hulls.

.Cockatiels

Use parskeet mixtures plus hemp and sunflower seeds. These birds also relish
whole-wheat tread, which may be scaked in milk to form a crumbly mass. Chicken
starter mash can te used for young and old cockatiels and should te usad in the
crumbled form. ’ ' '

Lovebirds

Lovebirds c3n ke fed cocckatiel diets and given small amounts of apple ¢r ather
creen fcods. ' o :

Fincﬁa:

The diet should contain all of the bird’s needs in the proper amounts and be
thoroughly mixed so each day’s food satisfies the bird. Special finch mixes
should be used because these birds are smali and eat only smail amounts. Home
mixing is not recommended. Finches also enjoy small amounts of green foods..

Doves

Mixtures of milo, w_heat, millet, small field peas, and small-kernel corn aré_used.
Doves will need quite a bit of feec when feeding young in the nest. '

Mating a gair of cage birds and attempting to raise a nest of young is a very inter-
esting projecz for the second- and third-year 4.-H member. It may be good for the -
first-year member to learn the care and the habits of the bird the first year and

try mating a pair and raising young the following season.

When birds are being mated, they need small particles of oyster shells, finely gr'ouﬁd
eggshell, or calcium grit in order to be able ta make the shell for their own eggs.

Each kind of bird has special nesting habits and its own incubation period for the
eggs. The various kinds of birds also do their jobs differently. That is, in some cases,
the duties of nest care, incubation, and feeding the young are shared by both
parents. while with other kinds of birds one parent does most or all of the work.
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~COPERATIVE
ZXTENSION
PROGRAMS
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Before trying to raise any kind of cage birds, 4-H members should knaw mos: f
the habits and needs of their particular kind of bird. ‘

MORE INFORMATION  You can find out more about cage birds by reading and talking to knowledgeabl'e

persons at the fotlowing places:

1. Local library,
. 2. Pet shoos {these usually have inexpensive books on each of the common kinds.}
3. Zocs.

4, Lccal breeders (if there are some in your area)

5. Your County Extension Agent with assistance from the state university and

U.S.0.A.

6. Specialized magazines.

7.-Clubs and organizations of bird breeders.

8. 4-H’ers whao carried the project last year can often guide you to sources of

" information in ycur arza,

Suggestad Books and Periodicals

This is a list of informative books and magazines, which you may te able to find
at the likrary:

1. Bird Diseases, L. Arnall and I. F, Keyner, T.F.H. Publications.
2. Cage 3ird Msgazide, 3449-S1 N, Western Avenue, Chicaqgo, 1L 50618
3. Inwcduciion to Finches and Saft-bills, T.F H. Publications.
4. Parrccs and Parrot-like 3irds, Allen, T.F H. Puklications.
5. Diseases of Canaries, Roter: Stroud, T.F.H. Publications.
6. Budgerigsr Hanctook, Hart, T.F.H. Publications.
~ 7. Cage 3ird Icentifier, Bechtel, Sterling Press.

8. Cage and Aviary 8irds, Risdon, Transatlantic Arts Press.
9. Seed-cating Birds as Pers, Rogers, Scribners,

10. Aviary 8irds, Low, Barnes & Co.

The iltustrations of the yellow bunting and Hartz Mounzain canary cn pace 3 are .
fram J. N, Albrignht’s Canaries and Other Cace 8ircs, (Des Moines, lowa: Camotell '
Publishing Ca.). The bresding cace illustration on pace 7 is from Parakeers, Their
Csre and 3reeding (P esads, Calii.: 8ird Haven Publishing Co.) 1684

Agricultural Extensicn Services of lllinois, Indiana, lowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Michigan,

“Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, Morth Dakota, Ohio, Oklahoma, South Dakota, ‘Wiscansin,

Farm Foundation, and United States Department of A¢riculture, ccoperating.

Glenn 8irrenkott, Jr. is research assisiant and John L. Sxinner is professor of
poultry science, Ccllege of Acricultural and Life Sciences, University of Wisconsin-
Madison. Skinner holds a position-in the Division of Economic and Environmental
Deve/apmen( University of Wisconsin-Extension,
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University of Wiscansin-Extension, Gale L. Vande8erg, director, in coaperation with the United Statet
Dsoartmant of Agriculture and '‘Nitcontin counties, Dudlishes this information to further the purbase of
the May 8 sna June 30, 1914 Acu of Congress; and provices squal Gooortunities in employmant and

programming, ) > : . . \
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